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	“The Child Right to a Family: Foster Care under the Lens”


	Applicant
	Association Amici dei Bambini (www.aibi.it)



	Research coordinator
	Ricerca Synergia (www.synergia-net.it)

	Sector of activity
	Scientific, juridical, social and economic study.

Support to social weakest groups.

	Context
	This project involves a field research in Italy, Romania, Bulgaria and Poland, developed under the 2008 Fundamental Rights and Citizenship Call for Proposals on Specific Transnational Projects 

	Target group
	400 Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) from EU countries

	Area of activities
	Romania, Bulgaria, Poland, Italy.

	
	Italy, especially regions of Puglia and Veneto

	Partners
	Italy
· Synergia srl
· Regione Puglia

· Comune di Bari – Ripartizione Solidarietà 
· Regione Veneto-Segreteria Sanità e Sociale - Direzione dei Servizi Sociali - Servizio Famiglia

Romania
-        RAHP- Romanian Association of Health Psychology

· NGO Associatia Aproapele 
· General Direction of Social Assistance and Child Protection 1 District Bucharest – GDSACP Sector 1  
Poland
· OUR Home Association (Polish name: Towarzystwo Nasz Dom)
   Bulgaria

· SAPI, Social Activities and Practices Institutes

   Belgium
· Eurochild AISBL

	Main goal
	The general aim of this project is the promotion of appropriate and effective forms of foster care in accordance to the spirit of the CRC of 1989, the European Convention on Human Rights and the European Parliament resolution of 16th January 2008: Towards an EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child. All these legal sources highlight the need of making the child grow up in a family environment. 

	Specific objectives
	The project aims to strengthen civil society organizations operating in the Italian regions of Veneto and Puglia, the Romanian cities of Bucharest and Iasi, the Bulgarian city of Sofia and the Polish cities of Warsaw and Wroclaw, in favor of children in need of substitute families without the breaking of family ties. In particular the project will pursue the following specific purposes:
1. identification of effective role of CSOs in promoting foster care within programs, services and pilot projects able to increase access of children in need to foster care without discrimination;

2. creation of a set of indicators specific on foster care that, if respected, would allow policy makers to recognise the potential effectiveness of services and social programs;

3. promotion of identifies best practices and spread of lessons learnt to CSOs and public authorities. 


	Activities by areas
	Activities will reflect three main areas:
1. Research area: identification of the role of CSOs in promoting foster care programs to better access of children in need to foster care without discrimination, identification of strengths, drawbacks and good practices in foster care in four target countries (Bulgaria, Italy, Poland and Romania); 
2. Exchange area: shared arena of discussion for CSOs partners and relevant stakeholders from the four target European countries about specific issues of foster care;
3. Dissemination area: informing target groups about opportunities offered by foster care, enabling CSOs to achieve a deeper understanding of foster care tools, exchanging good practices among CSOs.

	General results expected
	- Identification of strengths and pitfalls on foster care, best practices, recommendations and intermediate reports to enable CSOs to stronger activate advocacy and lobby actions at local, national and European level;

- Creation of guidelines contained in the project publication to reinforce social care providers from CSOs and public authorities on their approach to biological families and children in foster care;
 - increased participation of the final beneficiaries in the familiy reintegration process and in the individual decision-making process

	Concrete outputs
	· In-process: 4 analytical reports of 40 pages each one on foster care; a qualitative transnational report of 50 pages; a collection of good practices; minutes of the CSOs meetings; interviews’ grids.
· Dissemination: 3 e-newsletters in English sent to 200 European CSOs, 60 posters, 3000 leaflets for the final conference and 4000 leaflets for the workgroups, 1500 copies of 1 publication of 120 pages on foster care in English for release in UK, Belgium, Latvia, France, Italy and Romania.  

	Duration
	18 months 

	Implementation period
	January 2010- June 2011
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