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Dear President/Prime Minister/Minister of Social Affairs,

The European Council in June will agree a new economic and social strategy that will shape policies at EU and national level over the next ten-year period.  It is the children today who have most to gain, or to lose, from your decisions. We urge you to put their interests at the heart of the future strategy.
One in five children in the EU was at risk of poverty before the crisis struck – approximately 20 million children. Poverty during childhood can have lifelong consequences. Europe’s future economy and society depends on children growing up healthy, well-educated and optimistic. We need investment now to avoid a new ‘lost generation’ of children, who are ill-equipped to build to a prosperous and inclusive Europe.

The (name of your organisation) is a member of Eurochild, a network of over 90 organisations working to promote the welfare and rights of children and young people in Europe. We call on your influence to agree a Europe 2020 strategy in which children can flourish. Such a strategy will include:

· A commitment to a quantified target to reduce poverty, and in particular poverty among children. We urge you to keep the at-risk-of poverty indicator to measure poverty. This is the most widely used and recognised indicator and gives an important picture of inequalities in society.

· A reinforced EU framework of cooperation on social objectives, including a clear process to implement past political commitments to reduce child poverty and promote child well-being.
· A funding programme and governance structure that engages all key stakeholders in achieving the EUs ambition of an inclusive Europe. 

We call therefore for your support to ensure the Council Conclusions endorse a strategy with a strong social dimension, backed by a strengthened Open Method of Coordination on social protection and social inclusion, and a renewed commitment to the fight against child poverty and the promotion of children’s well-being.
Yours sincerely,

Your contact details. + www.eurochild.org 
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